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CORTES AND THE
THE GREATEST
EVER FOUND ......

THE VALUE OF THE
ISABELLA EMERALD ALONE HAS
BEEN CONSERVATIVELY
ESTIMATED AT UPWARDS OF
20 MILLION DOLLARS

1stary describes him as &
syphilitic Spaniard whose
treachery and ambition may

have incloded the munder of his firse
wife amdl the use of his Indisn mistness
o coale & prisoner of the Aztee King
Monlegzums. Hormam Corles, con-
queror of Mexico for Spaim, probally
wis na hetber nor any waese than otber
treacherons conguistadors who
schemed and murdered for personal
anbition nsd weabth, all in the name of
moble purpae aad religisn.  However
history remesmbers ke personal hide of
Cortes, it 15 clear that has comguest ol
the Artec Indiums;, amd the captare of
Mexico for Spain in 1519, famlamen-
tally changed the emtire course of
wirld svedqls

Kenewed inboredd In Lhe hisiory of
conguest of Mexico aad his
persandl life hus been sparred by
recenl discoveries by @ small team ol
explorers, commissioned by descen-
dants of a noble family, to locate the
wrickage of o sunken ship. The tale of
thair discovery is every bit os diamstic
as the évents thal surmownded ibe accu-
mulation of one of the

Cirtes’

masl exlensive

28 Treasure Diver

formnes in emeralds, jewelry, Aztec
and Mayan artifacts, gold and siver
bulliom amd Colng ever gleaned [rom
the Mew Warkd

Far pelventurers Victor Bembius, his
wife Sue ansd Diege Vallone, discovery
of treasurs was inevitable, but even
they were surprised by the extent of
thedr finds snd the accuracy of psychic
phenomena that led thelr expedition
ulmaast directly to the shipwreck. i
hugul as Victor (el if, “When EMcgn
apg:.m'hr:l me with the story of the
emerald associnted with Queen
Isabella of Spain. AL first the story
dudn’t malch historical tacts. Uuaeen
Isabeolls dhed in 1504, the same year
that Hernun Cortes saled for iho SNow
Warld, T wasn’t Ferdinand's wile,
rather the wife aof Charles ¥V, slsn
called Isabella, Queen Isabzlla of
Porugal, This eatablished the associa-
thom with Lhe emerald,”

The Cueen Isabella emerald Yicior
Henilous described 15 o cul, b ciral,
deep greem oblong stene, so |arge that
it overlaps the palm of a human hood
T gem has been described in books
aboul Comes as a wedding gift for his

secamd wife, Doas Jusna de Zonlga. a
gifl that Dueen lsabella of Parlugsl,
Charles ¥'s wife, envied
Cories, while he visited the King and
LChuecn &b Loort,
geny, & gtone of Incredible valoe then,
as now. Corles may bave sffronted
Dueen lsabella, bul preseated this

Isabelln 1ald

that she desired fhe

smerald and ather slones 1o Daa
Junmg de Zuniga
mysiery that was b remain unsolved
foet mvoee than four centuries began and
eveniually how a South Floride resta-
rubeur-ari-codbectar-treasers hunier and
an Argentinesn fennks pro-adyeniurer
leamed wp i solve it

"By playing fenmis | met o Lot of
people
add kmew of my sdvesiures looking for
treaswres and miaing in the Andes,”
thitey-three year old Diego Vallone
gaid, “Descendanix of ibe Loumiga Lam-
iy told me they had enough documen-
tation tha! a :-"alp'.\'r:rk carrying 1the
treasure, whichk iscluded the Tsabella
cenesald, was never recavered. | knew
the Family for twelve years in
Arpenting. | jaoght teelr childnen, the
whale family, (o play enmes,™ Dego

This i5 where a greal

I'hev had cenfidence in me
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conunued.

“We arranged a few things,” Dicgo
siid in perfect English with only a
truce of Spunish accent. “One thing
was the fear for their family. They
took my word that T would not disclose
the family name nor the name of the
ship,” Dicgo recounted. It is relative-
ly easy, if you have some information,
to o to the archives 1o find the route

the ship look and its carge,” he added. -

With thase conditions, Diego Vallone
brought the information he had to
Yictor Benilous in West Palm Beach.
Floridu, Victor had dentified and
excavated one of the oldest shipwrecks
in the western hemisphere off the
Florida couasl near Juno, a wreck of
archacological significance that he dis-
covered in 1987,

“THego approgched me with the
story of the emerald associated with
Queen Isabella, An emerald Queen
[sabella wanted but conldn’t huve.”
farty-twir year old Viclor Benilous
suid. I think the queen was still trying
to woo Cortes for future gems. We
know Daona Juana de Zuniga followed
her husband Lo Mexico on numerous
voyages. Emeralds were regularly
being sent back 1o Spain. The Zuniga
family were second cousing to the king
and received many land grants from
the crown,” Wictor explained, While
the history of Cortes™ family remains
clovded, Cortes himselt died on
December 2, 1547, The salvage
leam’'s research revealed information
that convinced them they were on the
right track.

“We know that a courler came from
Spain to the New Warld in 1756, This

wias more lThan two hundred years
after Cortes’ death, We believe the
courier was bringing the Zunizu fami
Iy forturie back to Spain, so they could
use the gems, to entice the Crown to

Diego Vallone and Sue and Victor
RBenflous showing the rose guais
Aztee ceremonial skull, clear crystal
skull, gold bird and the 964 carat
Cheen Isabella emerald.
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ship burning and reported that it had
been a certain number of hours since
they were in sight of land,” Victor said.

From this point on. the sensational
story of the shipwreck discovery
becomes even more extraordinary,

“The information we huad was not
enough to start an expedition,” Victor
said. “l worked with marine archaeol-
ogist Peter Throckmorton in the past
and he had luck working with psy-
chics, | contacted two psychics 1'd

used in the past,” Victor recounted.
“One of them worked with the U.S
government and helped locate lost sub-
marines.. I sent each psychic.a plastic

Continued on page 52

Sue and Victor Bentlous display their
mega-million dollar treasures.

This silver bar, with the date 1757
clearly visible, was recovered at a site
identified by the psychic.
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Salvor Diego Vallone holds a large
carved emerald and the magnificent
Queen Isabella emerald, while author
John C. Fine displays fine Aztec gold
decorations, made perhaps for
Montezuma.

give the family more favors in land
granis. He was returning 1o Spain in a
small fast ship and according to the
ship’s manifest. the cargo included a
hundred chests  of  emeralds.
Information about what happened
came from another ship’s captain,™
Victor explained.

“The ship carrying the treasure
caught fire on its way back to Spain,
They were out to sea and the only
information aboul its position was
made by another captain who saw the

Emeralds, a sitver bar and « very rare gold bird thought to be an Indian pagan god or symbol,
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WITHIN TEN FEET OF THE SPOT
INDICATED BY THE PSYCHIC THEY RECOVERED A
PRICELESS CRYSTAL AZTEC CEREMONIAL SKULL

Isabella Emerald
Continned from page 31

overlay map,” Victor said, “When
they cume back, they were murked in
almost the same spot, only centimeters
apart on the map, in actuality less thun
fowr nles apar,” he added,

Wictor brooght ane of the psychics
ol on a research boat, “When the psy-
chie came with us, seven sites wers
located, We psed a magonetometer,
side-scan sonar and a bottom profiler.
The instroments identified three
anchars of the Spanish colonial perind.
We eliminated those siles and concen-
trated on the tther four sites identified
by the psvchie,” ¥ictor explained.
“There was 2 ot of sand, We discow-
ered a ballast pile, Diving io deep
water, we found some charred ribhing
on one site and a silver bar dated
17577 he added, The psvenls eneigy
wis confirmed by Diego Yallones

“Paychics are wery special people. [
belicved from the beginning but when
vou see the resulls you pet poose-
burps,” Dicga said.. One of the most
slartling fiabds occucred when the psy-
chic picked wpon & sensation in & cer-
fain zpor. The divers went down and
within ten fecl of where they had
buoyved the place indicated by the psy-
chic, thow discoversd a crystal skull.

“We found three Aziec crystal
skulls,” Vietor said. “They vwere vsed
in ceremonics and ot sacrifices in the
femples, The lorgest Is made of 1ose
quartz and radiatcs 8 six pointcd star
whan Hehl sirikes it,” he conlineed,
deseribing the larpest of the three crys-
1al skulls, poessibly bringing Lo dang (he

1otal npumber of Indian ceremonial
skulls knowen to exist in the world.

“So fur we have only been able to
identify six other Aztec ceremonial
skulls,” Sue Benilons said, " The
largest is in the London Muscum and is
about the size of a human skull, These
are 5o Tinely polished; we really don’c
kmiow how the Aztecs made them,™ she
added. Sue and Victor wers high
school sweethearls who med when they
were thirleen years old and both thelr
familics were living in Canada. They
have twa sons, both in college, Vic
and Sue work together cach day, aper-
aliog thei ltalian restaurasl and direcl-
ing various projects from ¥ic’s nffice.
The restaurant and pelvate office are
treasure froves of art and artifacts
accumolated from the far corners of
the globe,

The carved Aztec erystal skulls
wete only part of an incredible treasure
of Indian artifacts upnecarthed by-the
salvors, “We brought up conglomer-
ates, hundreds of conglomerstes. We
x=rayed many of the clumps but siill
bave about fifty o seventy to check,”

Victer said, “Some conglomeritas

wiere the size of a fooiball, others wers
the size of my desk. The lacmest con-
glomerates had iron in them. We
found temple whisiles among them and
have uneovered 25000 carats of cut
emeralds,” Vie explained, "1 can’t tell
you how many uncwl emeralds, we
have barrcls of them,™ he added.
Among the Indian arlifacts are mag-
nificent cxamples of whistles, some
entbedded with gold, some still bearing
traces of red paint. Pottery jars along
with cerernonial pold omaments cme

up with the finds, *This may have
been made for an Aztec king,” Diego
Vallone said, holding o magnificen|
gobd decoration. “Perhaps it was madc
for Montezuma, Most Aclec pald was
destroved by the Spanish who melied it
down 1o form ingols or gold discs,”
Dicgo explainad.

“This disc is not from the ship-
wieck,” Vietar pointed out, holding &
casl lump of gold next to the Aztec
artifacts, “A fricad of mine loaned il
to me lix demonstrate what was done
with these magnificent Indian works af
art. This gold bird is very rare. . [r must
have been conteaband that was being
smuggled back to Spain,” Wic said,
holding the gold Indian artifact,
cxplaining that the Catholic chorch’s
influence resulied in the destruction of
Tndian pagan gods and symbols.

The team continues W procesd cuu-
tionsly, Having found what they wers
commissioned to locate, they indicute
ihat they may assign future rights in
the shipwreck site to others willing to
exploit it wnder contract. “While the
salvors will not diselose the exact
depth of the wreek, they have said
it is wery deep roquiring special cxper-
tize and technology to explore, They
have indicated that the wreckage is
some twelve miles offshore of the
Florida ¢oast zomewhere hetween
Sebustian and Cape Cunaveral,

While the team remains purposeiul-
Iy vagoe about the exact location of
thelr finds, one thing is clear, they
have [oceted what perhaps is the single
MAOSL impﬂﬂﬁlll ireasure wreck ever
diseovered. Valuations are difficult
whedt i1 cormes 1o unique pieces like the

THIS GREAT MYSTERY REMAINED
UNSOLVED FOR FOUR CENTURIES
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Isabella Emerald, however, the gem,
already authenticated by a former
University of Chicagro lapidary profes-
507, may he worth upwards of $20 mil-
fion. The Axtec artifacts are onique
pieces and priceless. The gold and sil-
ver jewelry along with the cut emer-
2lds recoversd are worth millions
today.

The Cortes treasure is the stuff
Uréams are made of.  Perhaps it is jus-
tige that the treaswre was discoversd by
dreamers who assert, ""Our motivation,
what we love most, i3 the adventure.
The discavery.we've gotien a lol of
press coverage, Some people try to
destray our main meaning,” Diego
Wallome gaid, “To bong out, 50 every-
body can appreciate, the past and the
adventurs of discovery. This is oor
way to keep dreaming.. I'm very foru-
nate right now to have hed my dreamas
and have my dreams ¢ome lrue,” he
added, putting into words the scnti-
mentz expressed by the entice team of
explorers who've probably discovered
the richest treasure ever found beneath
the zza. O]
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If you're reading this ad
space, so do others... Call our
advertising department today

for our low display ad rates.
You’ll be supprised!
Call 1-909-794-4612

1 7 1 5 FLEE Genuine CERTIFIED Spanish creasure

coinz 8, 4, 2, and 1 denomination Silver
Reales. Recovered alter 270 years of
imtrer sion leotn the 1713 Fleet Jost off the
const of Florida fram 336, - §300, each.
Gold Escudns & Atocha Reales also
available, Send name and address for
price list,

Kempf's, Inc.
236 Fifth Avenue
[ndiatantic, FL 32903
Fhone; (407) 7243020
Fax (407) 727-3562
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