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Finder wants lots of green for emerald

By Carl Weiser
USA TODAY

A restaurateur says he has found the leg-
endary 364carat Isabells Emerald — and
hopes to sell the gem for at least $20 million.
Victor Benilous, who says psychics helped
him, saivaged the gem froma [750-era ship-
wreck off Florida's Atlantic coast.
“Hopefully, somebody will buy it says

Benilous, 42, of West Palm Beach, Fla.

Former University of Chicago gem expert
Alex Bush says the sione is a “famous find.”

Benilous says Hernando Cortes intended to
use the emerzald to entice Queen [sabella of
Spain to back his explorations in Mexico.

Iis turns murky, but the gem was
later bought by a wealthy family that regis-
tered it as cargo on the ship. The family's de-
scendants hired him, says Benilous.
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