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CORTES AND THE
THE GREATEST
EVER FOUND ......

THE VALUE OF THE
ISABELLA EMERALD ALONE HAS
BEEN CONSERVATIVELY
ESTIMATED AT UPWARDS OF
20 MILLION DOLLARS

1stary describes him as &
syphilitic Spaniard whose
treachery and ambition may

have incloded the munder of his firse
wife amdl the use of his Indisn mistness
o coale & prisoner of the Aztee King
Monlegzums. Hormam Corles, con-
queror of Mexico for Spaim, probally
wis na hetber nor any waese than otber
treacherons conguistadors who
schemed and murdered for personal
anbition nsd weabth, all in the name of
moble purpae aad religisn.  However
history remesmbers ke personal hide of
Cortes, it 15 clear that has comguest ol
the Artec Indiums;, amd the captare of
Mexico for Spain in 1519, famlamen-
tally changed the emtire course of
wirld svedqls

Kenewed inboredd In Lhe hisiory of
conguest of Mexico aad his
persandl life hus been sparred by
recenl discoveries by @ small team ol
explorers, commissioned by descen-
dants of a noble family, to locate the
wrickage of o sunken ship. The tale of
thair discovery is every bit os diamstic
as the évents thal surmownded ibe accu-
mulation of one of the

Cirtes’

masl exlensive

28 Treasure Diver

formnes in emeralds, jewelry, Aztec
and Mayan artifacts, gold and siver
bulliom amd Colng ever gleaned [rom
the Mew Warkd

Far pelventurers Victor Bembius, his
wife Sue ansd Diege Vallone, discovery
of treasurs was inevitable, but even
they were surprised by the extent of
thedr finds snd the accuracy of psychic
phenomena that led thelr expedition
ulmaast directly to the shipwreck. i
hugul as Victor (el if, “When EMcgn
apg:.m'hr:l me with the story of the
emerald associnted with Queen
Isabella of Spain. AL first the story
dudn’t malch historical tacts. Uuaeen
Isabeolls dhed in 1504, the same year
that Hernun Cortes saled for iho SNow
Warld, T wasn’t Ferdinand's wile,
rather the wife aof Charles ¥V, slsn
called Isabella, Queen Isabzlla of
Porugal, This eatablished the associa-
thom with Lhe emerald,”

The Cueen Isabella emerald Yicior
Henilous described 15 o cul, b ciral,
deep greem oblong stene, so |arge that
it overlaps the palm of a human hood
T gem has been described in books
aboul Comes as a wedding gift for his

secamd wife, Doas Jusna de Zonlga. a
gifl that Dueen lsabella of Parlugsl,
Charles ¥'s wife, envied
Cories, while he visited the King and
LChuecn &b Loort,
geny, & gtone of Incredible valoe then,
as now. Corles may bave sffronted
Dueen lsabella, bul preseated this

Isabelln 1ald

that she desired fhe

smerald and ather slones 1o Daa
Junmg de Zuniga
mysiery that was b remain unsolved
foet mvoee than four centuries began and
eveniually how a South Floride resta-
rubeur-ari-codbectar-treasers hunier and
an Argentinesn fennks pro-adyeniurer
leamed wp i solve it

"By playing fenmis | met o Lot of
people
add kmew of my sdvesiures looking for
treaswres and miaing in the Andes,”
thitey-three year old Diego Vallone
gaid, “Descendanix of ibe Loumiga Lam-
iy told me they had enough documen-
tation tha! a :-"alp'.\'r:rk carrying 1the
treasure, whichk iscluded the Tsabella
cenesald, was never recavered. | knew
the Family for twelve years in
Arpenting. | jaoght teelr childnen, the
whale family, (o play enmes,™ Dego

This i5 where a greal

I'hev had cenfidence in me
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conunued.

“We arranged a few things,” Dicgo
siid in perfect English with only a
truce of Spunish accent. “One thing
was the fear for their family. They
took my word that T would not disclose
the family name nor the name of the
ship,” Dicgo recounted. It is relative-
ly easy, if you have some information,
to o to the archives 1o find the route

the ship look and its carge,” he added. -

With thase conditions, Diego Vallone
brought the information he had to
Yictor Benilous in West Palm Beach.
Floridu, Victor had dentified and
excavated one of the oldest shipwrecks
in the western hemisphere off the
Florida couasl near Juno, a wreck of
archacological significance that he dis-
covered in 1987,

“THego approgched me with the
story of the emerald associated with
Queen Isabella, An emerald Queen
[sabella wanted but conldn’t huve.”
farty-twir year old Viclor Benilous
suid. I think the queen was still trying
to woo Cortes for future gems. We
know Daona Juana de Zuniga followed
her husband Lo Mexico on numerous
voyages. Emeralds were regularly
being sent back 1o Spain. The Zuniga
family were second cousing to the king
and received many land grants from
the crown,” Wictor explained, While
the history of Cortes™ family remains
clovded, Cortes himselt died on
December 2, 1547, The salvage
leam’'s research revealed information
that convinced them they were on the
right track.

“We know that a courler came from
Spain to the New Warld in 1756, This

wias more lThan two hundred years
after Cortes’ death, We believe the
courier was bringing the Zunizu fami
Iy forturie back to Spain, so they could
use the gems, to entice the Crown to

Diego Vallone and Sue and Victor
RBenflous showing the rose guais
Aztee ceremonial skull, clear crystal
skull, gold bird and the 964 carat
Cheen Isabella emerald.
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ship burning and reported that it had
been a certain number of hours since
they were in sight of land,” Victor said.

From this point on. the sensational
story of the shipwreck discovery
becomes even more extraordinary,

“The information we huad was not
enough to start an expedition,” Victor
said. “l worked with marine archaeol-
ogist Peter Throckmorton in the past
and he had luck working with psy-
chics, | contacted two psychics 1'd

used in the past,” Victor recounted.
“One of them worked with the U.S
government and helped locate lost sub-
marines.. I sent each psychic.a plastic

Continued on page 52

Sue and Victor Bentlous display their
mega-million dollar treasures.

This silver bar, with the date 1757
clearly visible, was recovered at a site
identified by the psychic.
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