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Drvime WorLp: INTERNATIONAL

Cortez and the Isabella Emerald—
the Greatest Treasure Ever Found

History describes him as a syphilitic
Spaniard whase ireachery and ambi-
Hen may have led to the sueder of his
ficst wife and the vse of his Indion
iiskress b creabe a prisonc: ol (e & #-

tec King Montezuma. [lernande
Cortes, comguernor uf Moo for Spaie,
probably wis nobelber nor any worse
than other conyunistadores who
echemed and slew in pursuit of per-
gomal gain, all in the name of nable
purpose and rveligion. TTewever Dis-
tory remembers Cortez” personal lite,
it i clegr thial his conquest of the Aztoc
Tndians and the eapture of Mexico for
Smiin in 1519 changed the course of
world events forover,

Renewed interest in the history of
Cortex’ conguest of Mexico and his
personal e has been spureed by fhe
recent discuverics madle by a small team
of exyplorers, commissionid by desoen-
dants of a noble family, o Incate the
wreckape of a sunken ship. The tale of
their discoviry 13 every bit as dramatic
as the events that sucrounded the acou-
mulation of one of the most extensive
fortunes in emeralds, evelry, Artec
and Mayare artifacts, gold and silver
billion and coins ever gleaned from
the Mew World,

For adventurers Wictor Beniious, his
wife Sue, and ThHego Vallone, disoay-
ery of treasure wis inevilable, bubesen
thuy weere surprisad by the extent of
their finds and the accuracy of the pey-
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chic phenonena
el led their ex-
peditivn almost
directly to the
shipwrock, Tt e
gan, as Yictor
fells i, “WWhen
Tiage approact-
cd e with L
stovy of the voe
crald associaled
with Queen Isa-
bella ol Spain. At
first the story
didn’t match any
historical facts.
Queen [saballa
died in 1504, the
sameyear that Horna nd o Cortez ailed
for the New World, (1 wasn’t
Ferdinand's wife, ratheribwas thi: wifie
of Charles V', Oueen Isabella of Porbu-
gal. This extablished the association
wilh the emerald.” :

The Cruren 1zabella emerald Victor
Benilona described 1s o ciil, $ed-carat
deep groen oblong stone, so large al
it grrerlaps the palm of o hisman kand.
The gem has bean described in books
abwit Corter as o woedding gift for his
seoond wife, Doia Juana de Zumgs, a
gift that Jueen Isabella of Portugal
covied. Izabeila told Cortes, while he
visited the King and Queen at Conrt,
that she desited the gem, o stone of
inceadible vilue then as now. Corfes
miay have affronted Cuaeen Tsaliella, as
he presented Hhis emerald and wther
stones ko Dotz Juara, regardlesaof the
Cheen's desives. Thus T::egnn R E(LET
nystery that was to remain unsolved
Foor more fhan four centuries, untal a
Sauth Florida restavcanteur-art-collec-
bar-treasum hunterand an Argentinean
lernia pro-adventuer tepmed up bo
salve it

“Playing tennis, [ med 2 lot of people
They Iad confidence in me aned knew
of iy adventures looking for treasures
and minlog in the Andes,” 33 vear-old
Diegn Vallone said. "Deacendants of
the Zuniga family bald me they had
enough documentalion tn belicve thal
a shipwreck carrying treasure which
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inchaded trelsbell cmerald wasnewer
maoered.”

M1 kpew Lhe Tasnily for 12 vears in
Avpentina”  Diego comtinued, “We
arcangrd o few Things. {ne factor was
their tear for their family, They took
m wurl fhal Dwonld not disclose tha
Eammily name nor the name of the ship,”
Divge meousnted, "His melatively easy,
if o have some infoemalion, Lo go to
the archives by discover the roube (e
ship took ond its cargo,” he added.
Withy such conditions, Diege Yallons
brought the infermation he had to Vic-
tior Benilaus in West Palm Beach,
Florida. Wictor had identified and ex=
cavaled oneof the oldest sbipwrecksin
the western lenisphara off the Flunida
eoast near junw, a weeck of archaso-
legical significance that he discoverid
im 1987,

"Diegoapproached mewithihe shary
of the vorerald asspciated swith Clueen
Izabella. An emerald Coeen Tzabeila
wanted but couldn't have,” Victor
Benilons said. “— T think the quean
was =till teving to woo Cortes for fu-
lure gems. Wi koow Thoiin Juana de
Zunign foll pwed her husband foMexico
0T rumerous vovages. Emeralds wern
repulasly being sent back foSpain. The
Zuniga family were second cousing b
e king and veceived many nd grants
from the ceown,” Victor explained.
While the history of Corlex’ BBmily re-
mains clouded, Corter himsclf died in
1347 The salvagy feam's Tesearch re-
vealod infermation thak convinced
thern they were cn the right track,

"W e thata courier came from
Spvain b the Mew World in 1750, Thiz
wrans 7oLy @ Ehan 1200 years after Cortex
death.. We beoligrs the couner wiss
brizygzing the Zuniga family fontuneback
to Spain so they could use the gems to
ertice Lhe Crown to give the family
muore favacs in fand grants. He was
refuening o Spain with a small fast
ship. Acvording to the ship’s manifest,
the cargrincluded a hundred chests of
emeralds, Information about what hap-
jrened came fromm another ship's mp-
taim,” Wiclor explained.

*Theshipairrying hetreasure cavghl



fire o it way back to Span, They
wiere out ko sea and the only infarma-
tiem about its pesibon was mads Ty
anuther captain whasaw theshipbum-
ing and repurted that it had heen a
corkain nuenber of hours since ey serne
in sight of land,” Victer said.

Fram thiz point on, the sensational
stary of the shipwreck discovery be-
rames even noTe extraordinary, “The
informaiion we had was notenowgh be
atarl an expedition,” Yictor szid, ]
wirked with marine archaeclogist Me-
ler Throckmorton in the past aned e
huael Tuck working with pawchics. |
contacted two peychics T vsed inthe
past,” Victor vecounted. "Ona of them
workid with the LLS, government and
helped locate kst submarices. 1 sent
vinch pepchic o plastc ovecloy map,®
Wictor said.  “When thay came back,
they were macked in almost the same
spot,only centimetersaparton themap,
incacheality less than foter miles apar,”
he added.

Vickar Twonght cne of the paschics
aut an a research boak, “When the
Preyehin came with us, seven sites were
oo, We wsed @ magnelameler,
side-scan sonarand a buttom profilen
The instroments identified three an-
chors of tie Spanish colenial period,
W aliminated those sites and crmcen-
Lriked ar bhe other foue sites identified
by the psychic,” Victor explained.
Therewias a lob of samd, We discoy-
ered a hallast pile.  [Wving in desp
waler, whe found semechareed sibbing
ononi site and asilverbar dated 1257
lie added.  The paychic energy was
corfirmed by Divge Yallone

"J’ﬁychic:a are very special people.
Defaesed from the beginning but when
you see the results, rou gab gnose
Dranmps,” _Tl.";-;d- gand. O of the most
ahrth:ng finds nccurved swehen the psy-
chic picked up ona sensationin g ter-
fainspot. The divers went down and,
within ten feel of whene they ud
muoyed the place indicated by the pey-
rhlr they discovared 2 oovad <'|,|_ slull,

”'l-"."ch..'-u:nd threedotec v:r_l,'malﬁsu I,
Victor said. “They were used 1 coc-
eonnnivs and ot sacrifices inthe temples.
‘Lhe largest is made of rose quarts and
rrdiates i sin pointed star when light
strikesis” hecontinued, describing the
largess b thwe throe covetalskulls, possi-
b]\-' bringing tonine the tnlal number of
Irdian cercimcaial skulls known foex-
15t Lo thae world.

“Ha G wie have enly boen able to

identily six olher Azlec cevemonial
shulls! Sue Bronilows said. “The lane

2zl iz in the Tandan Muzewsn and lr.
about the size ofa human skull, These
are 5o linely polished, we really doo't
ko how the Astees made them,” she
Added. Sueand Victor were highschond
swaecthearts who mot when they were
13 wears nld-and hoth their families
wiere living inCanpda, They have toro
song, both in college. Vicand Sue work
tug\:.tt ercich diy. wp raking their fal-
izn restaurant and directing warious
projects from ¥ic's office. The restac-

rant end private oifice ane treasune
trasees al arl aned arbifacls accunilated
fromn the far corners of the globe,

The carved Aztecorysta! skulls were
anly parl of an iI'||'_‘I{-E]i'|":n'|¢ Eroasure ofF
Indian artifaces unearthed oy the sal-
wors, “We hrought up conglomerales,
himdrecds of conglomerates. We x-
IEL_'S."L\:' mau:.'nf thecluryys bug sfill have
aliontl TNy fo seventy bo check,” Victor
siid. “Some conglomerates were the
siznof o foodba L obbwees woere thesize of
my desk. The largest conglomeraios
Tl irca In ther, WL' found temple
whistles among them, and ancovered
3000 eacals of Cul u:u.'mlda " Vi ex-
]J-Lllnm{ “Lean’t tell yom howe many
unent emeralds, we have barmels of
them.” he added.

Among e Tndian artifacts aoe mag-
nificent vxamples of whistles, some
Et"ll'-f'dt']&‘l wilh goll, sore =hil buar-
i traocs of red paint.  Pattery jars
along with ceremanial zold eraments
Gy up with the finds. *This may
hzve been made for an Astee king”
Cricpa Vallune said, holding a magnifi-
cent pold decaralion, "[’{'rh.;:rb it s
rosde Fer Monteume, Most Aztecsald
was destroved by the Spanish wloe
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wielted it down to form ingots or geld
abises” Dhieoe caplained.

*Thisdise iz not from the shipwereck,”
Victorpueintod aut, boldinga cast lomp
of gﬂ]u.rne:xt tor the Astec artifacts, *A
tricrsl af e loangd 3 Ba me o Gem-
enstiate what was done with thesu
rmagnificent Iendion works afacl. This
pold bird is wery rare. It must have
bBeon contraliand LBat wwas being
suggled back o Spaint Vio saud,
holdmg the geld Indian aviifact, ex-
nlaining that the Catholic chureh’s in-
Mueree cesullad in lhe destraction of
Indian pagan geds and symbols,

The team conlinies Lo proceed can-
tiomsly. Having found what thisy wene
conmumizsianed 1o lecate, they indicale
that they may assign fubuee rights in
the shipwreck sile 4o alhers willing ta
axplait it onder contract.  While the
salvarswill el disclase theexacldepth
of the wreck, they bave satd that it s
VEry geep reqliiving special expenise
and technoloegy toeesplane. Thew have
mndicalad thal the wreckane is some 12
miles otfsbareaf the Plordacosstsomae-
where belwesn Sebastian and Cape
Canaveral,

Whilethe leamremains pueposs fully

vz ghout the exact locativn of their
linds, one thing is claar — they have
locivied whint perhaps is thesingdemost
imporianl dreasure wreck ever diseewe-
coxl. Vahubons are difficalt when it
comes tounique pieces like Lhe [sabella
cowerild, howewer, The gem, already
authenticated by a farmer Lindversily
of Chicigo ]apulnr:, }‘fLF'EL':bL"I Ty b
warth upwards of 520 million, The
Azboc artifcts are undgue pleces and
priceless. Thegold and silver jewelry
abong weith the ot eroveeids recoverod
arewaorth millions thday,

The Cortes breasure i= the stutt of
dreams. Perhaps it is matice hal the
terasure wins discovered. oy dreanes
whio azsers, "Our sobivation, what we
Tz st 3 the b venture, the discoy-
ery. We've gotten a lot of press cover-
O Bomg people ey b destroy our
main inteat,” Diego Vallona said, “ia
Bring aul, so cvervbody can approci-
ate, the past and the adwentare of dis-
covary. Thiz iz our vy o keep dream-
ing... I'm very fortunate right now to
have had mw dreoms and bewve my
dreamy come true,” he added, puotling
infa words the sentimenks exprossed
b thie entine team of explorers who've
probably. disecvered G mcbuest brea-
sure ever found beneath the =ea. P8
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