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decret
spanish shipwreck
yields biggest
emerald

ever found

lohin C. Fine

The story 15 bizarre. Flonda divers, commissioned by a
South Amencan family, direct descendants of the wife of
the congueror of Mexico, Heman Coriés, found a ship-
wreck in deep water somewhere off the East coast of
Florida. The exact location remains a secrel since the find
15 in intemational waters, more than twelve miles off the
coast, and would be up for grabs on the high seas where
piracy s alive and well.
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Golden Aztec effigy

of a bird and the 964 carat
Queen Isabella emerald
with smaller stone.

! think the gueen was still frving to

hushand w0 Mexico on numerous
vavages. Emeralds were ."".Wh'lr.'.l'."\
being sent back to Spain.” Benilous
recounted. For thirty-four vear old
Diego Vallone, this was another great
adventure with the promise of great
wealth, if the shipwreck could be
found

The men teamed up and began resear
ching the archives and de Zuniga
family documents to find clues to the

shipwreck's existence. "The de
Zuniga family were second consing o
the a recel LTy

srcents from the Crown ™, Vic Bentlous

explained, Contés died on December
2, 1547, and much of the history of his
family remains clouded. “We kmow
that a cour came fri Spain to the
New World in 1756, This was more
than rwo hundred vears afrer Cortés
deart Vie added. "We believe the
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could use the gems 1o entice the
Crown to give the family more favors
in land grants,” Benilous said

The cowrrier “was refurning to Spain
with a smal f

the ship’s manij eded
a hundred chests of emeralds,” Vic
recounted. On its way back to Spain
the ship caught fire. Another vessel's
captain reported what he saw. “They
were oul o yea and he oniy informa
tion about ity position way made by
another captain who saw the ship bur
ning and Jr',f'rlr.""a.l' thar it had been a
certain number of hours since they
were in sight of land.” Victor Bemlous
said

From the point where the vague loca
tion of the mystery ship was indicated
by archival research 10 findmg s
exact location, when 1t was discovered
by the divers, is a story so extraordi
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